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SUBJECT: EIGHT SESSION TRIAL OF KIM CHI-HA 

REF: SEOUL 6876 

1 . EIGHTH SESSION OF KIM CHI-HA TRIAL TOOK PLACE SEPTEMBER 
14. KIM SONG-O, WHO HAD ATTENDED UNIVERSITY WITH KIM CHI- 
HA. WAS THE ONLY WITNESS QUESTIONED. HE DESCRIBED KIM 
CHI-HA'S IDEOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT AS A STUDENT. HE POINTED 
OUT THAT KIM LIKE ALL STUDENTS AT THAT TIME HAD ACCESS TO 
MAJOR COMMUNIST WORKS, BUT KIM WAS NEVER A COMMUNIST. HE 
BELIEVED KIM CHI-HA WAS ORIGINALLY AN EXISTENTIALIST. 

AFTER HIS CONVERSION TO CATHOLICISM, KIM S PHILOSOPHY WAS 
BROADENED TO INCLUDE A SENSE OF THE INDIVIDUAL'S RESPON- 
SIBILITY FOR THE WELFARE OF THE COMMUNITY. HE BELIEVED THAT 
KIM CHI-HA'S INTERST IN POLITICS WHILE HE WAS A UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT WAS DEFINITELY SECOND TO HIS INTEREST IN LITERATURE 
AND PHILOSOPHY. 

2. COURT ANNOUNCED THAT IT WOULD HEAR TWO MORE DEFENSE 
WITNESSES, FATHERS MUN CHONG-HYON AND HAM SE-UNG. SINCE 
BOTH HAD BEEN SENTENCED TO FIVE YEARS IN THE MYONGDONG TRIAL, 
COURT WOULD ARRANGE TO HEAR THEIR TESTIMONY ON THE KIM CHI- 
HAS CASE AT THE PRISON IN THE PRESENCE OF DEFENSE AND PRO- 
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SECUTION LAWYERS. COURT SCHEDULED NEXT SESSION FOR SEPTEMBER 21. 
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3. THE SESSION WAS WELL ATTENDED AS THOSE PARTICULARLY 
INTERESTED IN THE FATE OF KIM CHI-HA OR IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
STRUGGLE IN GENERAL MAINTAINED THEIR SHOW OF MORAL SUPPORT 
DESPITE THEIR DISPAPPOINTMENT WITH THE OUTCOME OF THE MYONG- 
DONG TRIAL. 
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